
College Application Resource Guide 
 

●​ Creating Your Common App Account 

○​ Video: Starting the College Journey (Admission Officer) 

○​ Video: Create Your Common App Account 

○​ Video: Overview of Five Tabs of Common App Accounts 

 

●​ Completing the Profile Section  

○​ Video: Personal Information, Address, and Contact Details 

○​ Video: Demographics 

○​ Video: Language 

○​ Video: Geography & Nationality 

○​ Video: Fee Waiver 

 

●​ Completing the Family Section 

○​ Video: Completing the Family Section 

 

●​ Completing the Education Section 

○​ Video: Current or Most Recent Secondary HS 

○​ Video: Other Secondary/High Schools 

○​ Video: Colleges & Universities 

○​ Video: Grades 

○​ Video: Current or Most Recent Year Courses 

○​ Video: Honors, CBOs, and Future Plans 

 

●​ Submitting Test Scores 

○​ Video: Understanding Test-Optional Policies 

○​ Video: Reporting Test Scores 

○​ Video: Test Scores for International Applicants 

 

●​ Completing Activities List 

○​ Video: How Admission Offices Review Activities Section: Cal Tech (Admission Officer) 

○​ Video: How Admission Offices Review Activities Section: Barnard College (Admission Officer) 

○​ Video: Completing the Activities Section 

○​ Video: Writing Effective Activity Descriptions 

 

 

●​ Writing the Personal Essay 

○​ Video: How Admission Offices Review an Application (Admission Officer) 

○​ Video: Writing the Personal Essay 

○​ Video: Additional Tips on Writing the Personal Essay 

○​ Video: Additional Information Essays 
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●​ Completing Courses & Grades Section 

○​ Video: Completing the Courses & Grades Section 

 

●​ College Search & List 

○​ Video: Creating Your College List 

 

●​ Overview of My Colleges Section 

○​ Video: Requirements 

○​ Video: Questions 

○​ Video: Understanding Test-Optional Policies 

○​ Video: Academics  

○​ Video: Family/Residency 

○​ Video: Activities & Resume 

○​ Video: Honors Colleges 

 

●​ Writing & Supplemental Essays 

○​ Video: Supplemental Essays Overview 

○​ Video: Tips from Writing Coaches 

○​ Video: Admission Office Advice on the “Why Us” Essay (Admission Officer) 

○​ Video: Writing Tips for the “Why Us?” Essay 

○​ Video: Disciplinary History 

 

●​ Recommenders & FERPA Waiver 

○​ Video: Completing the FERPA Waiver 

○​ Video: Completing the Recommenders Section 

 

●​ Submitting College Application  

○​ Video: Submitting the College Application 

○​ Video: Following-up After Submitting Your Application 

○​ Video: How Colleges Review Applications (Admission Officer) 

 

●​ Financial Aid 

○​ Financial Aid Introduction 

○​ Sticker Price v. Net Price 

○​ Understanding Need-based Aid 

○​ Understanding FAFSA 

○​ Understanding Loans 

○​ Understanding Merit Aid 

○​ Building a Smart College List  

 

●​ Videos in Spanish  
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●​ Completing Profile Section - Geography & Nationality [Span]  

●​ Completing the Family Section [Span]   

●​ Completing My Colleges Section - Family/Residency [Span]  

●​ Financial Aid - Introduction [Span] 

●​ Financial Aid - Sticker Price v. Net Price [Span] 

●​ Financial Aid - Understanding Need-based Aid [Span] 

●​ Financial Aid - Understanding FAFSA [Span] 

●​ Financial Aid - Understanding Loans [Span] 

●​ Financial Aid - Understanding Merit Aid [Span] 

○​ Financial Aid - Building a Smart College List [Span] 
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